April 28, 1983 LB 96

CLERK: M. Presldent, | have a notion on the desk.
Senat or Chanbers would nove to return LB 96 to Sel ect
File for a speclfic anendnent, that amendment being to
stri ke the enacting cl ause.

SPEAKER NI CHOL: Senator Chanbers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: M. Chai rman and nmenbers of the Legis-
lature, this bill offers the opportunity for a considera-
tion of sone very inportant issues that relate to hi ghway
construction and how funds ought to be spent, the priori-
ties that the state ought to establish. Now |'mgoing to
ment lon a fewgeneral comments first and then | am goi ng

to tell you sone thlngs about the bill 1tself and if you
deci de that you are in such ahurry to pass it, you can
do so but for ny part | don't think the bill is going to

acconpl i sh what the introducers want. Now they may think
that | am Just bl owing snmoke but | amtelling you that |
amoffering it as nmy considered opinion that the bill wll
not enpower the state to do what the introducers of this
bill want which is to take highway funds and pay the cost
of relocation of utilities in connection with construction
of the North Freeway in Omha. But before | go into that

I would like to look at LB 344 which was of fered by Senatoz
DeCanp deal ing wlth hiAghV\ay bonds. Now an anmendnent was
adopted to that bill i ch" was proposed by the commttee
whi ch Senator Carsten heads.the Revenue Commilttee, and they
started by saying, "Nebraska highways have been allowed

to deterioz'ate, thus currently offerlng a very poor trans-
portation systemand will continueto deteriorate unlessissniate
renedi al action is taken." Deterioration deals wth exisb-
i ng roadways. Renedi al action refers to the cozrection of
an exi st1lng problem not new construction. If there is any
basis for a discussion of a nmassive programto rehabilitate
the state's existlng highways which is the thrust of LB 344
and t he adoption of the commttee anendnent dealing with
that aspect of it indicates the Legislature agrees with
that even though they didn't agree with the fundi ng by

i ssuance of bonds, it is ridiculous for the state to go
into new construction of a road whose need has never been
shown to exist. As was stated by a study conducted by the
forner Governor's office, befoz'e Gvernor Thone, the road
staz ts nowhere and it goes nowhere. Most of it was aban-
doned but if you Eo further into the conmittee amendnent

on 344 it says, "Funds made avail abl e pursuant to this

act shall be expended for inproving the state's existing

hi ghway system ™ It would take an estinmated 42 billion

to bring the existingroads up to standard. Now if you
construct a new highway, the North Freeway, it wll be-
conme a part of the state's systemand the state will have
the requirement to maintainit. It is not currently nain-



